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   Through my time at CVUW my life was 
transformed and forever set on a healthy path of 
freedom, grace, mission, and community. 
   One of the key skills I learned at CV was “Mind 
Renewal.” Although on the outside I looked like a 
fairly successful and capable college student, the 
truth was that my mind and my heart were a mess.  
Learning to take my thoughts captive and evaluate 
them against Scripture transformed my life.  
   CV gave me a safe environment to grow in this 
skill too. I found a “pack” of friends who modeled 
integrity, loved Jesus and others, and who were 
courageous enough (loved me enough) to confront 
me with difficult-to-hear truth about some of my 
deeply imbedded character flaws and sin. I learned 
how to humbly accept rebuke, how to repent, and 
how let God’s grace and love heal me. 
   Before moving away from college, my husband 
and I were challenged to take this value one step 
further. We were presented with the idea of 
choosing the church we wanted to plug-in with (the 
“pack”) and then looking for a job in that area.  We 
followed this wisdom and have forever considered it 
within the top three best decisions we’ve ever made 
(only after accepting Jesus and choosing our mate). 
God put us in a church family where we could serve, 
grow, and continue getting discipled and disciple 
others. And God provided great jobs in that location 
too! 
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   Currently as a military family, we do not always 
get to choose our city, but we still choose the 
neighborhood where we live based on the church 
community God wants us to link our hearts and lives 
with during our time in that city. God has graciously 
allowed us to be a part of un-believers coming to 
know Jesus and to disciple them in their newfound 
relationship with Him.   
   The skills of “Mind Renewal” and the value of 
running with a “pack” have reaped benefits for 
God’s Kingdom and His Glory, and have personally 
brought fulfilling and meaningful relationships into 
our own lives as well.  
 
Forever grateful, 
Deena Daniels 

Prayer  
Requests 

> Chicago Team – 
Theme Verse for the team this year: 

Ephesians 2:14 
Praise God for the work He was able 
to do through the team this year and 
continue to pray for the ministry there 
as they reach out to children and teens 
in the inner city Chicago. 

Spring 2016 

> Project Impact –  
We have seven students 
who are going to do 
Project Impact this year. 
Pray for supporters to 
help them raise funds 
for their summer in 
Denver.  

> Interns to Associates –  
We have four interns 
who will be transitioning 
to associate staff in 
April. Pray for financial 
partners to meet the 
increased support 
requirements. 
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   I never thought of it this way when I was 
twenty-five. It never occurred to me when I was 
42. I had some vague glimpse of it when I was 
50. But it wasn’t until I began my seventh 
decade did this reality begin to sink in. 
   I had memorized Luke 9:23 and several 
challenging verses in Luke 14 way early in my 
walk with Jesus. I challenged many students to 
make sure they understood what it meant to 
follow Jesus. I watched a six-year-old girl get 
baptized last week. The pastor asked her to 
share her story. She said, “I want to follow 
Jesus.” I thought to myself “so simple and 
incredibly refreshing to hear her story but, later 
she will understand the cost.” Jesus reminded 
me “keep the kids coming to me.” 
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   I now look at the verses I early on memorized 
and now think about something Franciscan 
Richard Rohr spoke about. He basically said 
that the second half of life for a man is descent, 
the way of the cross, giving up power. I 
understand this to mean that we have to learn to 
deal with suffering and life not working out like 
we thought it would. This is a hard sell for 
sure…especially to those in places of spiritual 
leadership. 
   Don’t misunderstand. I am in the best place 
with God right now than ever. My pace has 
slowed, but we do talk about “walking” with 
God and not running. Psalm 73:25 is strong in 
my life these days. 

Dave Medders’ Corner 

   We have been praying for 
more laborers for the harvest 
and the opportunity to start 
Campus Ventures on new 
campuses in the region, and 
we have had three couples 
from outside our ministry 
who have been considering 
joining our staff team next 
year. One of these couples has 
already applied and been 
approved to work with our 
staff at Black Hills State.  
   If God calls the others to 
come, we would be able to 
open up a new campus. We 
have been praying for many 
years for Chadron State, 
Montana State/Billings, and 
Boise State, but are open to 
sending them wherever the 
Holy Spirit leads. 

New Staff 
Notes 1. Praise Jesus from A to Z - For example, “Jesus, You are 

amazing… Jesus, You are beautiful…” This activity will 
challenge you to think deeply about who Jesus is and why 
you love and serve Him. As you praise Jesus using each 
letter of the alphabet, spend some time meditating on each 
word you use to describe Him. Thinking deeply about Him 
is more important than racing through each letter of the 
alphabet as fast as you can. 
2. Spend a Period of Time Fasting - from food, TV, or a 
hobby to spend more time with God. If you’re able, 
combine your fast with a day at a quiet retreat center, the 
beach, the mountains, or even tucked away in a library to 
reflect upon God’s Word and His hand in your life. 
3. Have a Quiet Time with One of Your Children - or 
grandchildren. This would probably include reading a 
passage from the Bible out loud. You can give children a 
powerful peek into your relationship with Christ by 
inviting them to share your regular time with God. As you 
ask them questions about what they see in the passage, 
you’ll teach them to think more deeply about God’s Word. 
Their responses and observations may surprise you, stretch 
you, and enrich your own perspective. 

Tips from “Wake Up Your Quiet Time” by Pam Farrel 
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Quiet Time Tips 


